Method to count the uncounted NP no party (non-partisan) ballots in LA County for the Feb. 5, 2008 Primary Election.

Judy Alter, Protect California Ballots


I have discussed the feasibility of this method of counting the uncounted NP ballots with experienced officials who work in the canvas process in Norwalk.

1. Count the number of NP voters’ signatures who voted in each signature roster book. Tally how many voters chose the Democratic or American Independent parties.  Double-check the totals of the party choices.

2.  After counting the NP voters signatures and party choices, pull out the ballots for each precinct from their storage drawers, turn them over to view the backs of the ballots and separate out the NP ballots.  The backs of the ballots are color-coded and this is a fast way to find them.  Double check that none of the NP ballots has been missed.

3.  In this step there are three possibilities:

a.  On the front of the ballots where the votes are registered, see if the #5 or #6 is filled in.  If one of these numbers is filled in, then mark, on a tally sheet, that these votes have been counted.  Return the ballots to their drawer.


b.  If a precinct batch of ballots has no NP ballots, and the roster count of NP voters indicates that the voters selected Democratic or AI party, then the poll worker gave the NP voters either Democratic or AI ballots and these votes have also been counted. These ballots, therefore, need not be recounted.  Return this batch of ballots to their drawer.


c.  If the NP ballots do not have #5 or 6 filled in, record on the tally sheet the precinct serial number that indicates the ballot group and record the number of the oval where a voter selected his/her primary candidate choice.  List those choices on the tally sheet.

d.  Once 3c is completed for each precinct:  look at the candidate list for that precinct (by serial number) in the “ballot book” and identify for whom these voters cast their vote.  List these names and total number of votes on the tally sheet.


Two people should count the NP voters in the roster books.  Two people should find and count the NP ballots (or none 3b) for each precinct’s ballots.  Approximate average time:  ten minutes per precinct.  4379 precincts minus the 48 1% manual tally precinct = 4335 precincts to recount.  Estimated time, 8 hours per day:  11 days.  16 people *4 teams) at $10 per hour 8 hours per day:  $14,080.  Add to this the cost of supervision and creation and duplication of tally sheets.  Hire currently employed temporary workers since they have HR clearance and have experience with handling ballots, roster books, and tally sheets.
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